
Study Questions: Wolfgang Butzkamm - From Drill to Discourse. 
Exploiting the Combinatorial Power of Language. 

 
• Do it yourself! Choose a productive pattern and devise your own bilingual structure 

drill along the lines laid down in the text. Try it out on your group. Can you adjust 
your sentences “to the moment”, to the needs and preferences of your fellow students?  
Can you spontaneously involve them in short communicative interludes?    

 
• Compare bilingual drills with the standard monolingual exercises of schoolbooks. 

Discuss strengths and weaknesses. 
 

• Rivers notes in her learner’s diary (1979, 77): “It is very important to try out in new 
sentences what you have just learned, if not to others, at least in private talk to 
yourself”. Do you agree? Have you observed yourself doing this?  

 
• “Drill work before free work. This is perhaps the most important of the precepts to be 

observed” (Palmer 1921, 74). Discuss. 
 

• When is explicit grammatical knowledge needed, when not?  When do we need a rule 
along with grammatical terms?  Or is a mirrored version enough for learners to 
immediately see the point?  Give examples. 

 
• At the beginning the teacher analyzes the construction for the pupils and makes sure 

learners understand both function and form of the new construction. Should we rather 
rely on self-discovery?  

 
• How can we guard ourselves against persistent errors which echo the students’ own 

language (interference errors)? 
 

• The following objections could be raised by adherents of the communicative 
approach: 

 
1.Producing new sentences on one’s own is still far away from real 
conversation. 
 
2. One should not practise with isolated, disconnected sentences because they 
are non-communicative. 
 
Discuss.  

 


